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ABSTRACT

This study examined how tracking, among a number of
other background and school experience variables, affects students'
predisposition to pursue a college education. It hypothesized that
background characteristics and experiences affect secondary school
track placement, that tracking significantly impacts students'
postsecondary plans, and that background characteristics and school
experiences influence student decisions to attend two- or four-year
institutions. The study explored research on college choice and
educational stratification, including tracking, and utilized data
from the National Education Longitudinal Study of 1988 which is
examining critical transitions students experience as they leave
elementary school, progress through high school, and enter
postsecondary institutions or the workforce. The study used a split
group analysis technique to study such variables as socioeconomic
status, student's gender, student's race/ethnicity, parents' desire
for their child to attend college, and the student's self-report of
his or her ability level. The study revealed a number of important
relationships among students' background characteristics (especially
gender and ethnic group) and track placement and their decisions
about whether and where to attend a.postsecondary institution.
Implications for improving educational access to minority group
students are drawn. (Contains 51 references.) (CK)
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Table 1

Numbers of cases in split-groug format per analysis hpe

Group N %

Student background characteristics on track placement
Total 3.353 100%
Male 1.805 54%
Female 1.547 46%
White/Caucasian 2.728 79%
Black/African American 250 7%
Hispanic/Latino 214 6%
Asian/Pacific American 215 6%

I'arious factors upon students’ perceptions of their
chances to attend college

Total 4.585 100%
Male 2.357 51%
Female 2,228 49%
White/Caucasian 3,625 79%
Black/African American 402 9%
Hlspanic/Latino 342 7%
Asian/Pacific American 155 3%

Various factors upon students’ eventual application
to a 4-year postsecondary institution

Total 4,385 100%
‘Male . 2,251 51%
Female 2.134 49%
White/Caucasian 3.497 80%
Black/African American 360 8%
Hispanic/Latino 323 7%
Asian/Pacific American 148 3%
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Table 3

OrthoEonal factor loadings and reliabilities for study

Scale Loading  _Alpha
Parental desire for postsecondary education for child (1988) 9053
Mother's desire .9092
Father's desire .9092
Self-reported ability in 4 subjects (1988) .7923
Science ability .7501
English ability 7281
Social studies ability 7102
Math ability 6134
Support from teachers and others (1990) .7501
Teacher .8165
Counselor .7287
Coach .5517
Relative . 5314
Discussed college requirement issues with parents (1990) 6654
Discussed high school course selection 71214
Discussed taking the ACT/SAT 6102
Discussed going to college .5662
Support from school with college applications (1992) i 6636
Help with postsecondary school applications 7110
Help with financial aid applications 6418
Help with application essays .5641
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